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of any agreement being reached by these two on
any rational basis taking things as they are at present.
So far as the Princes are concerned, the main diffi-
culty lies in the fact of Paramountcy behind which
the Princes are taking shelter against any inroads of
democracy into their States, for under Paramountcy
which has crystallized itself for over a century in
treaties with the Princes, the integrity of certain
powers which the Princes together with their chief
executive officers, Dewans or Prime Ministers as
they are called, hold in trust for their successors and
which to quote a very important political document
of the Government of India, is the very basis of their
treaty obligations to the Paramount powers. I
have more than once pointed out, for the first time
last April, in a letter to the Times that the treaties
have to be revised. In spite of the responsible
utterance of the Earl of Winterton in the House of
Commons that the Princes can without any reference
to the British Government introduce changes in
their constitution, the question arises, who is to
take the move first, the Princes or the Paramount
Power. Till now, all the endeavours on the part of
the Viceroy on the one hand and the Ministers of
the Princes on the other, have been directed towards
^framing the Instruments of Accession. These* how-
ever have nothing to do with the internal administra-
tion of the States in respect of which the Princes
exercise sovereign authority This, the Princes